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to find shelter by digging in the ground, some gathered branches

and leaves to make huts and warm beds, and some wrapped
themselves in the skins of the beasts that they had slain. Soon

these savages had taken some of the greatest steps towards civili-

zation. The naked were clothed ; the houseless sheltered ; the im-

provident learned to dry meat and store it, with nuts, for the

winter; and at last the art of preparing fire was discovered as

a means of keeping warm. Thus they subsisted where at first

they thought that they were doomed. And in the process of ad-

justing themselves to a hard environment they advanced by

enormous strides, leaving the tropical part of mankind far in

the rear."

I bring you this story primarily to emphasize my point that

the darkest time of trouble often precedes the brightest morn-

ing. The most intense struggle often brings the sweetest vic-

tory. A classical scholar has said it in these words: "If Neces-

sity be the mother of Invention, then the other parent is Ob-

stinacy."

I would have you remember this as you survey the confusion

of the world you are about to enter, the indecision, and the evi-

dence of poor judgment. I would have you remember that as an

educated citizen of the most prosperous and powerful nation in

the world, you, perhaps, have more opportunity for worthy serv-

ice than any of your fellow human beings anywhere on the globe.

All of us in the United States have the responsibility that

comes with the power of freedom. Our decisions will largely

shape the affairs of mankind for many generations. I do not have

to remind you that this is no menial challenge.

And in this connection it has often occurred to me that a civili-

zation like ours which has produced so many magnificent mechan-
ical and technical achievements also must have the resources to

arrive at some solution to our intricate problems of human re-

lations, for they, indeed, are our real problems. Man has suc-

cessfully probed at the secrets of land, sea, and air, but he has

not learned the secret of living in harmony among his fellow

men.

I believe this is the great challenge of our times—one that

you as citizens emerging into your majority must meet and
ponder.

I repeat that this is especially true of you as an educated

minority, a group whose members will be looked on as leaders

in your respective communities. You have been blessed with the


